STRONG TOWNS NANAIMO

The problems with mandatory parking minimums,
and the case for reform.




What are mandatory parking minimums?



Off-street parking requirements are rules
specifying the minimum number of parking
spaces a property must provide.



As More Cities Eliminate Parking Minimums, What Happens Next?

The hidden force that shapes -
H 3 By: Robert Ferri
everything around us: Parking SRR
It’s fueling the affordable housing crisis, worsening flooding, and driving us Canada has way more parking than cars. Is it
nuts. :
time for that to change?
By Marin Cogan | @marincogan | May 9, 2023, 7:30am EDT |

Author Henry Grabar says urban planners should rethink their approach to parking
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3 Major Problems with Parking Minimums

How Parking Destroys Cities

Parking requirements attack the nature of the city itself, subordinating
density to the needs of the car.

End of the Road for Parking Requirements [EREEICEE

They serve as a tax on housing.

PLANNING MAGAZINE

A Business Case for Dropping
CityLabPerspective Pa r k| N g M | N | mums
Pal‘king Refo rm Wi" save the City In the smallest of towns and the biggest of cities, these new zoning

reform policies belp boost small businesses, promote housing development,
and put people over parking.

Cities that require builders to provide off-street parking trigger more traffic, sprawl,
and housing unaffordability. But we can break the vicious cycle.



Parking minimums increase parking supply
beyond what property owners would voluntarily
provide.




The problems
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What about underground parking?
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High Cost
of
Free Parking

DONALD SHOUP




“It’s unfair to have cities where parking is
free for cars and housing is expensive for
people.”

- Donald Shoup



Parking requirements exists in a zero-sum game

with housing affordability.
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Parking Requirement Impacts on Housing Affordability
The Costs of Residential Parking Mandates and Benefits of Reforms
20 November 2023

Residential parking
regulations define the
number of parking spaces
that must be provided for
each home. They force many
households to pay for costly
parking facilities they don’t
need, and increase housing
costs, vehicle ownership and
sprawl. Many communities
are reforming these policies
to be more efficient and
equitable.




Places that introduce parking reforms:

1) Reduce the costs of basic housing
construction by 10-20%

2) Increase housing supply by increasing the
number of homes that can be built

(Litman, 2023)



Recommendations



Recommendation #1

Amend the Downtown
Specified Area:

Amend section 7.3.2 of “Off-Street
Parking Regulations Bylaw 2018 No.
7266” to add residential uses to
Nanaimo’s Downtown-Specified
Area.

Bylaw No. 7266 — Consolidated Version

DOWNTOWN-SPECIFIED AREA MAP



Bylaw No. 7266 — Consolidated Version
Page 28

Recommendation #2

Expand Cash-in-Lieu

Direct city staff to explore expanding
"Section 7.3.3 Off-Street Parking
Regulations Bylaw 2018 No. 7266."
Specifically, consider expanding its
geographic scope, increasing the
permissible percentage, and
adjusting the associated fees.

CASH-IN-LIEU PARKING AREA MAP
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Recommendation #3

Abolish minimum parking
mandates city-wide

Direct city staff to reword "Section
7.3.3 Off-Street Parking Regulations
Bylaw 2018 No. 7266."

“Recommended vs Require”
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» Planetizen E o

New Zealand, NZ
New Zealand Eliminates Parking Minimums and .
Height Limits to Increase Urban Infill el e

Once again, New Zealand shows the way! The national government's new urban The National Policy Statement - Urban

deyelopm?nt policy W|II.eI|m|.nate off-street parking rqulr.eme.ntg and remove low Development (NPS UD) required councils to

height-limits near transit stations to encourage more efficient infill development. o 0

o o remove provisions for a minimum number of
inute Rea

July 28, 2020, 6:00 AM PDT on-site car parks from district plans through a
it ' non-notified process, to allow more intensive
urban development with less space taken up
by car parks, leading to better utilisation of
urban land.

Population: 5,122,600

Type of Reform: Eliminate Parking Minimums
Reform Status: Implemented

Scope of Reform: Regional

Land Uses: All Uses




In Conclusion






Thank you for listening

Website: beautifulnanaimo.ca

Email: contact@beautifulnanaimo.ca



http://beautifulnanaimo.ca
mailto:contact@beautifulnanaimo.ca

Additional Links

https://www.strongtowns.ora/journal/2023/10/11/hour-of-action-campaign-aims-to-turn-t
he-tide-of-bad-parking-policies

https://www.vtpi.org/park-hou.pdf

https://www.planetizen.com/blogs/126423-more-affordable-housing-people-less-cars

https://www.strongtowns.orqg/journal/2023/5/1/parking-reform-is-snowballing



https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2023/10/11/hour-of-action-campaign-aims-to-turn-the-tide-of-bad-parking-policies
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2023/10/11/hour-of-action-campaign-aims-to-turn-the-tide-of-bad-parking-policies
https://www.vtpi.org/park-hou.pdf
https://www.planetizen.com/blogs/126423-more-affordable-housing-people-less-cars
http://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2023/5/1/parking-reform-is-snowballing
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Nanaimo’s has ~55 Acres of Downtown Parking
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Do Your Streets Have a
Parking Problem?

% Do people circle the block looking
x_/ for parking?

i Is convenient parking at the curb
f“?g hard to find?

Are many parking spaces
occupied by long-term parkers?

Do residents fear new
daliiy, development and the traffic it will
bring?

X Are parking lots and garages more
(%) expensive every month?



$ cost to park

Street Parking Demand Strategy

85% UTILIZATION

(1-2 OPEN SPACES PER BLOCK)

# of parking spaces utilized




Downtown Vitality

DOWNTOWN
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